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me their plane, when we enable students to
apply English, history, and science to the
practical problems of the workplace, we are
building a future that all of us will be a part
of. We must—I will say it again—we must
learn to integrate serious academic study into
the workplace, starting in high school and
continuing for at least 2 years thereafter, for
everyone who needs it. If we do it, if we
do it, we are going to do as much as anything
else we could do to guarantee most Ameri-
cans a real shot at a good future. And if we
don’t, all of our other, all of our other eco-
nomic initiatives will be consigned to less
than full success.

I got into this issue when I was a Governor
of a State not unlike Delaware and I saw too
many people working their fingers to the
bone for less and less and less, too many peo-
ple who were dying to go to work who could
never find a job, too many people who didn’t
have impressive academic accomplishments
but were plenty smart enough to learn any-
thing they needed to know to compete and
win in this global economy. I determined
then as a Governor that if I ever had a chance
to do something about this in this country,
I would. And that’s what we’re here doing
today.

I want you to support this legislation just
like you support Opportunity Skyway. I want
you to support the idea that the public and
private sectors all over America can do for
all of our young people who need it what
this program has done for the young people
we’ve heard from today: provide a smooth
transition from school to work. So far, 900
high school students have participated in Op-
portunity Skyway. Many of them are en route
to careers in aircraft maintenance, avionics,
and airline piloting. Now they’ll find out how
much algebra and geography they’ve learned.
And I’ll say this, I’m on my way back to
Washington now using a flight plan that the
students prepared. Three or four hours from
now, if I’m wandering out over the Atlantic
somewhere—[laughter]—I’ll know I wasn’t
very persuasive today.

There are programs like this one all over
the country; we’re going to build onto them.
But we need your help. Next week when the
Congress comes back, I hope each one of
you will do what you can to encourage the

United States Congress, without regard to
party, to embrace this new approach to a new
economy to give these young people a new
future and give America a better future. We
can make a real difference, folks, a real dif-
ference if we’ll pass this legislation and get
about providing every young people the op-
portunity to be as self-assured, as knowledge-
able, as skilled as the two young people you
heard from today. That’s an important legacy
we ought to leave to them.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:47 a.m. in the
Delmarva Aircraft Hangar at Sussex County Air-
port. In his remarks, he referred to Opportunity
Skyway participants Chrissy Thomas and Francis
Orphe; Larry Perlman, chairman and CEO of
Ceridian Corp. and chairman of the Business
Roundtable working group on workforce training
and development; and Carlton Spitzer, director,
Opportunity Skyway.

Remarks on Naming Bill Frenzel as
Special Adviser to the President for
NAFTA and an Exchange With
Reporters
September 3, 1993

The President. Good afternoon, ladies
and gentlemen. A few days ago, as all of you
know, I announced that Bill Daley in Chicago
would be Special Counselor to the President
to coordinate our effort to pass the North
American Free Trade Agreement in the Con-
gress. It is my great pleasure today to an-
nounce that Bill will be joined in our team
by the gentleman to my left—probably an
uncomfortable position for him—[laugh-
ter]—the distinguished former ranking mi-
nority member of the House Ways and
Means Committee, Bill Frenzel from Min-
nesota, who, for 20 years in Congress, estab-
lished a well-deserved record and is a genu-
ine expert on this use of trade. He is now
a guest scholar at the Brookings Institution,
and he has agreed to come aboard as Special
Adviser to the President for NAFTA while
we work through this effort in Congress.

I also want to point out that we have just
received a letter signed by 283 economists,
among them liberals and conservatives and
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12 Nobel laureates, reinforcing the position
that I have taken strongly for over a year now,
which is that this agreement, especially cou-
pled with the side agreements, means more
jobs, not fewer jobs, for the American peo-
ple. This is a jobs issue.

Since the late 1980’s, over half of our net
new jobs have come from expanding exports.
And one of the biggest deterrents to our ex-
panding the job base in America today is de-
clines in exports because of the flat economy
in Europe, the flat economy in Japan. Latin
America, as a whole, is the second fastest
growing area of the world. Mexico is leading
that growth. I believe this is a very good
move for the United States. It means more
jobs. And I want to thank Bill Frenzel for
his willingness to come aboard to make clear
to all of America that this is a truly bipartisan
effort and also to make it clear that we are
serious about getting as many votes from
Members of both parties as we can in the
United States Congress. I thank you.

Congressman, I invite you to make a few
remarks.
[At this point, Representative Frenzel
thanked the President and reaffirmed his
commitment to NAFTA.]

Q. Mr. President, do you think it will pass?
And also, is there some intramural fight on
whether health care should go first, or you
should focus on NAFTA first?

The President. Yes, I think it will pass,
and no, there isn’t one. We believe that it
is the challenge, obviously, to present any
kind of a major initiative to the Congress.
But there is quite a difference between the
two issues. Once the bill is ready for intro-
duction under the laws governing NAFTA,
it must be voted on in a certain amount of
time. So there is a legislative timetable that
will control that. The health care issue—the
timetable for that will be largely determined
by how quickly a consensus can be reached
and by how much time the individual Mem-
bers of the Congress are willing to put into
mastering what is clearly the most complex
public policy issue facing the United States
today.

Nevertheless, I continue to believe strong-
ly that the two issues complement each
other; I do not think they conflict. I think
that there is an enormous amount of biparti-

san interest in doing something to control
health care costs as a way of stimulating the
economy as well as providing health security
to all Americans. And it gives people some-
thing to be for, and it puts in the larger con-
text that all these things are being done to
try to provide the American economy and
bring the American people into a stronger
position as we face the 21st century. So I
just don’t buy the conflict argument. I feel
good about this.

Health Care Reform
Q. Mr. President, do you think that the

fact the Congress won’t let you go forward
with any additional broad-based taxes to pay
for health care reform, that that’s going to
force you to so scale back the universal health
care that you once envisaged that it won’t
have the kind of effect that you thought it
would originally?

The President. No, not at all. If you go
back to my February address, I have never
wanted to have any big, broad-based taxes
to pay for health care. I have never thought
that was right, and I’ve never understood why
you can justify taxing the American people
as a whole to pay to cover those who aren’t
covered, when more than half of the Amer-
ican people are paying more for their health
care than they’ll be paying today. And when
we are paying now almost 40 percent more
of our income for our health care than any
other advanced nation, I just don’t think you
can justify that. So I’m quite comfortable
with that, and I think when we put out our
ideas and others put theirs out, that the
American people will see pretty quickly we
can do comprehensive coverage and without
a big, new tax.

Q. Do you think Mr. Kantor is big enough
to take on Mr. Perot?

The President. Yes, he’s wanted to—show
them your—he’s already wounded, but even
wounded, Mr. Kantor is a formidable fighter.
Now he’s got a lot of good help, too.

Oval Office Redecoration
Q. What do you think of your new sur-

roundings?
The President. I like them very much. I

think it’s a beautiful rug. I like the couch.
I like it.
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Q. How much input did you have in this?
I mean, is this you?

The President. I like it a lot. A little input.
I thought a darker rug would be pretty and
would lift the room and something other than
white couches. I like it.

You ought to sit on the couches. He also
made them stronger so people don’t sink in
when they come in here. Did you ever go
into an office and sink into the couch, you
know? I don’t think that’s very good, so I
wanted people to feel good.

Helen [Helen Thomas, United Press
International], when Mickey opened his coat,
did you think of President Johnson? [Laugh-
ter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:37 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Executive Order 12860—Adding
Members to the Committee on
Foreign Investment in the United
States
September 3, 1993

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the Om-
nibus Trade and Competitiveness Act of
1988 (Public Law 100–418; 102 Stat. 1107),
section 301 of title 3, United States Code,
and in accordance with the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1993 (Pub-
lic Law 102–484; 106 Stat. 2315), to des-
ignate additional members to the Committee
on Foreign Investment in the United States,
it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Executive Order No. 11858, as
amended, is further amended by inserting in
Section 1(a), after the title ‘‘Director of the
Office of Management and Budget,’’ the fol-
lowing additional titles: ‘‘(9) the Director of
the Office of Science and Technology Pol-
icy.’’; ‘‘(10) the Assistant to the President for
National Security Affairs.’’; and ‘‘(11) the As-
sistant to the President for Economic Pol-
icy.’’.

Sec. 2. This order shall take effect imme-
diately.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 3, 1993.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
4:35 p.m., September 3, 1993]

NOTE: This Executive order will be published in
the Federal Register on September 8.

Proclamation 6587—National POW/
MIA Recognition Day
September 3, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
This year we have witnessed major

changes in the global political landscape. Al-
though democracy is taking root in many new
areas, the forces of repression pose continu-
ing challenges around the world. Throughout
this dynamic period, one theme rings true
to all Americans: Our Nation owes a lasting
debt of gratitude to all those selfless mem-
bers of our Armed Forces who have risked
their own freedom and safety to defend the
lives and liberty of others. As a measure of
our thanks and as an expression of our deter-
mination to keep faith with those who faith-
fully serve and defend us, we take this occa-
sion to remember those special Americans
for whom an accounting has not yet been
made.

In honor of these Americans, on Septem-
ber 10, 1993, the flag of the National League
of POW/MIA families will be flown over the
White House; the U.S. Departments of State,
Defense, and Veterans Affairs; the Selective
Service System headquarters; and the Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial. This black and
white banner—emblematic of America’s
missing—flies as a stark reminder to the
world of our Nation’s resolve.

We acknowledge a continuing obligation
to these casualties of war, America’s missing
service members and civilians. Our Nation
remains committed to this cause, a matter
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